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DSGPresi dent 6s Message

As the Down Syndrome Guild of Southeast Michigan closes the album of 2009
snapshots, we are overjoyed with the success enjoyed by all this year.

We all measure and define success in many ways. You will read about these successes in
the pages that follow. To highlight just a few, the DSG has welcomed new families and
members and is now represented in nine counties. The ability to grow is a GREAT
accomplishment! The DSG grew in volunteers and welcomed two self advocates into its
leadership ranks. The DSG started a new program to build a better relationship with
educators, and thus expanded its reach into the community through these educators. We
have partnered with 16 schools with more wanting to join the ranks. The DSG has
partnered with others in the community to meet the needs of our membership.

The DSG has broadened and refined its communication to its membership and the
community. Our website has been greatly improved. We are on Facebook, come join us!
Our newsletter continues to grow in readership and in information to educate and inspire
us all.

Each of these and the many more in the following pages show just how the DSG
enhances the lives of the many families and professionals it touches.

I am so proud to be a part of a successful organization that invites our community to
understand and appreciate the many gifts and talents of individuals with Down syndrome.

Thank you and congratulations to all for a job well done! The DSG certainly could not
have done it without YOU!
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Nancy Nelson President

DSG Board Members for 2009-2010

A Nancy Nelson A Nadia Cosevic

A James Hanggi A cCcaryn Ivey

A Kirk Anderson A Jorja Rapelje-Frank
A Bob Spaman A Tom Liike

A Mary Mazur
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DSG Vision

To provide support, resources and advocacy for individuals with Down syndrome, their
families and caregivers with the goal of increasing opportunities and awareness.

Specifically, we will:

T

Promote the development of
programs that enrich the lives of
individuals with Down syndrome.
Increase public awareness and
understanding about the abilities
of individuals with Down
syndrome.

Encourage inclusion of individuals
with Down syndrome in our
neighborhoods, schools, places of
worship, recreational activities,
and places of employment.
Provide education, resources and support to parents and educators to ensure quality
education which will prepare individuals with Down syndrome for further education,
employment and/or independent living.

Create a forum for the exchange of ideas and experiences.
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Where We Serve

The Down Syndrome Guild of Southeast Michigan (DSG) serves family members and
local professionals caring for individuals with Down syndrome. We reach out to
southeast Michigan, including the following counties:

Wayne
Oakland
Macomb
St. Clair
Livingston
Lapeer
Genesee
Monroe
Washtenaw
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Within our area of operations, our constituency is composed of over 250 individuals of
all ages, 900 family members and over 200 local professionals.
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DSG 2009 Membership

In 2009 DSG welcomed 30 new families

to the organization and DSGo6s Afootprinto
within the community was increased to

include more than immediate families.

DSG now includes:

Teachers

Medical professionals
School district administrators
Therapy clinic personnel
Pregnancy counselors

Local library staff
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DSG currently touches approximately
1,400 people with Down syndrome,
extended family members and care
providers. This is an increase of
approximately 50% from 2008 levels.

Pagé of 28 Down Syndromeuilsl of Southeast Michiga?0® Annual Report



